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NOTE OF THE TWENTY-THIRD MEETING OF THE ENGLISH STONE FORUM HELD ON 
17TH APRIL 2012  
 
Summary of actions 
 
All Members                  9, 11a, 12a, 13,              

David Bent                     7b                               

Jane Buxey                                   

Peter Doyle        5                                

Alison Henry       5, 10, 11b, 11d, 11e, 12b, 16, 17                          

Terry Hughes     3i, 5, 10,                           

Jon Humble                    7                   

Graham Lott                  10, 16,               

Eleni Makri                    10,                   

Brian Marker                  9, 10, 11a,                

Michael Poultney           10, 17               

David Priestman                              

Ian Thomas                                    
Chris Wood                                              

Tim Yates                           10, 15,                 

 
1. Apologies and Introductions:  
 
Present: Michael Poultney, Malcolm Ratcliff, Graham Lott, Tim Yates, Alison Henry 
 
Apologies: Terry Hughes, Ian Thomas, Dave Bent, Eleni Makri, Jon Humble, Brian Marker, 
Chris Wood, David Priestman, Peter Doyle 
 
Malcolm Ratcliff introduced himself. He is a planning consultant and represents the 
Dimension Stone Group of the Mineral Products Assocation 
 
2. Note of the 22nd meeting held on 24th November 2011 
 
a) No points of inaccuracy were raised.  
 
b) Matters arising were: 
 
1.c) Somerset Minerals Planner, Vicki Munn has now moved to New Zealand so no longer 
any need to contact her regarding diversification of quarrying in Somerset.  
 
There were no other matters arising that were not dealt with on the main agenda.  
 
3. i) Links with Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
 
There were no updates on work in these countries.  
 
Terry Hughes was previously actioned to invite Emily Tracey of Historic Scotland to 
give a presentation on her work on building stone methodologies. She could be invited 
to come to the next meeting.  
 



Graham Lott mentioned that a book about the building stones of Northern Ireland had 
recently been published.  
 
 
4. English Heritage Strategic Stone study  
 
The study is reaching the end of the initial 4 year period for which there was funding. Data 
has been collected for 29 counties, and most of this has been uploaded to the web–based 
GIS. The completed counties are:  
 

Avon, Bedfordshire, Cheshire, Cornwall, County Durham, Cumbria, Derbyshire, Devon, 
Dorset, Gloucestershire, Greater Manchester, , Herefordshire, Kent, Lancashire, 
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Merseyside, Northamptonshire, Northumberland, 
Oxfordshire, Rutland, Shropshire, Somerset, Staffordshire, Tyne and Wear, 
Warwickshire, Wiltshire, Worcestershire.  

 
Similarly, all the atlases, with the exception of East Yorkshire, have been completed and are 
being uploaded (currently 20 are available for download).   
 
Once this work is completed EH and BGS can consider how to take the project forwards, 
possibly using HLF funding.  
 
5. Proposed book “England’s Stone Buildings”  
 
No report on this. Terry Hughes, Alison Henry and Peter Doyle to report progress at 
next meeting. 
 
6. Responses to public consultations  
 
a) The ESF responded to the Somerset Minerals Consultation paper earlier this year.  
 
7. Planning system 
 
a) The National Planning Policy Framework has been published, and MPS1, Annex 3 is no 

longer valid. Jon Humble has offered to produce a briefing note explaining the main 
implications of the new document with regards to building stone production.  

 
Malcolm reported that many of his members still feared being labelled as aggregate quarries, 
if the amount of dimension stone they produce is fairly small. He considers that the NPPF 
has not done much to improve this situation.  
 
b) David Bent was previously actioned to report on progress of the Peak Park 

strategy. His report is awaited. 
 
8. Sources of funding 
 
No updates on this.  
 
9. Global Heritage Stone Initiative  
 
Terms of reference for the project were agreed last month. An inaugural Board of 
Management will be endorsed at the 34th International Geological Congress in Australia in 
August 2012. Brian Marker is expected to attend the meeting and will report back to the 
next meeting of the ESF. Because the designation of Global Heritage Stones will start from 
August, he urged ESF (and Welsh, Scottish and Irish) members to consider candidate stones 
for designation as soon as possible, so that we have a full list early on. All members to 
consider candidate stones.  
 
 
10. Progress on the ESF website ( www.englishstone.org.uk ) 



 
Michael Poultney’s presentation on Selecting the Correct Stone has been uploaded to the 
website. A number of items from the last minutes appear to be outstanding. Terry 
Hughes, Brian Marker, Graham Lott, Eleni Makri, Tim Yates and Alison Henry to check 
previous minutes and report at the next meeting.  
 
 
11. Articles and papers for magazines and journals  
 
a) As minuted at the last meeting, the proposal to produce a paper focussing on 
appropriateness and suitability of English stone vs imported stone is still under discussion. 
Members are asked to provide examples. Brian Marker was previously actioned to 
investigate whether local distinctiveness might help when specifying stone under the 
European procurement regulations; his report is awaited.  
 
b) Alison Henry previously reported that space had been secured in the English Heritage 
Conservation Bulletin for Autumn 2012. Amongst other articles relating to Materials, there will 
be information on the strategic stone study and supply of stone. Space was being sought for 
an article in Heritage Today. There was no progress on this matter, but Alison Henry will 
report back in due course.  
 
c) Alison Henry had spoken to Jonathan Taylor of the Building Conservation Directory and is 
awaiting his detailed request for an article. However, it is more likely to be on stone 
deterioration and conservation than on stone replacement.     
 
d) It was previously noted that a proposed paper for the Country Landowners and Business 
Association is in abeyance until 2012. Alison Henry will be unable to progress this until work 
on the English Heritage Practical Building Conservation publications is complete, which will 
be towards the end of 2012. She will report progress when this is re-activated. 
 
e) Alison Henry felt that an article in Context on Mineral Safeguarding would be useful, 
possibly based on the talk given by Chloe Wrightson at the Stone Show last year. Alison 
Henry will draft an outline for comment by Chloe when she returns from maternity 
leave.  
 
f) Some other items from the last meeting appear to be outstanding.  
 
12. Conferences 
 
a) Alison Henry has been asked to give a presentation on behalf of the ESF at the IHBC day 
school on “Significance” to be held in Winchester on 22nd June 2012. The presentation will 
focus on the contribution that materials in general and stone in particular make to the 
significance of a heritage asset. Members are asked to suggest case studies where the 
use of the correct/incorrect stone have harmed/maintianed the significance of a 
heritage asset. In particular, appeals relating to the use of indigenous stone types 
(versus imports or artificial stone) would be useful.  
 
b) Stone Show 2013. Those present felt it would be useful for the ESF to have a presence, 
provided they did not have to pay. Alison Henry will sound out Chris Wood regarding EH 
taking a stand again, and allowing ESF (and possibly other heritage organisations) to 
share the stand. However, this will almost certainly mean organising one of the 
conferences. Those present felt that the presentations given last time were very successful 
so doing this again would not be too onerous. 
 
13. Other presentations 
 
No update on this. There appear to be some items outstanding from the last minutes. All to 
check and report to next meeting as appropriate.  
 
14. Forthcoming press announcements 



 
No update on this.  
 
15. Gallagher Aggregtates; Proposed extension to Hermitage quarry 
 
ESF has received a request from Gallagher Aggregates Ltd for support for their proposed 
extension to Hermitage Quarry at a forthcoming public enquiry. Hermitage Quarry is the only 
quarry producing Kentish Ragstone. The proposal is will help ensure a supply of Kentish 
Ragstone for conservation and new build for the next 25 years. The Forum supports the 
availability of this stone. Tim to draft letter and circulate for comment. 
 
16. Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust; HLF Application 
 
The Forum welcomed this proposal as an excellent way to build on the work of the Strategic 
Stone Study. Graham Lott and Alison Henry to draft letter of support for circulation and 
comment.  
 
17. Any other business 
 
a) Tim Yates reported that he is on the European Standards committee considering the 
selection of stone for heritage purposes. EH, IHBC and Historic Scotland are also involved.  

 
b) Membership of the ESF was discussed. Since Henry Russell stood down there is no RICS 
representative. Alison will contact Henry to see whether he can suggest someone else 
who might be interested.  
Michael Poultney will contact David Priestman to see whether he wishes to continue 
as a member. Post meeting note. David has had to resign following taking up a new 
appointment with the National Heritage Training Group 
Malcolm Ratcliff will report back to the MPA and consider whether permanent MPA 
representation on the ESF would be helpful.  
 
c) It was thought that the next meeting should focus on the objectives of the ESF for the next 
5 years, perhaps considering what should be the main activities that could help to promote 
English Stone.  
 
18. Date of the next meeting 
 
Autumn. Potential dates to be circulated in due course. Tim Yates agreed to Chair and Alison 
Henry agreed to take the minutes.  
 
 
NOTE:  Other issues outstanding from last minutes 
 
a) A Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology and Hydrology special issue on building stone 
was the subject of a current call for abstracts. Brian Marker to provide details. 
 
e) Attention was drawn to a paper in Minerals Planning entitled “Local quarrying must be 
nurtured” by Deborah Klein of Herefordshire Council. It was suggested that she would be a 
good local authority contact for the ESF. 
 


